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April 30, 2009

Mr. J. LaMont Keen

President and Chief Executive Officer

Idaho Power Company

P O Box 70
Boise, ID 83707

Dear Mr. Keen:

Northwest Farm Credit Services (Northwest FCS) is a cooperatively owned agricultural lender and part of the national Farm Credit System.  Northwest FCS serves more than 12,500 agricultural producers through the extension of over $8 billion in credit and financially related services.  These ag producers are located throughout the states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Alaska with many of those producers in Idaho and Oregon.  
We have had numerous requests to join the efforts of farmers, ranchers, ag groups and even congressional offices to encourage re-examination of the placement of Idaho Power Company’s proposed Boardman to Hemmingway transmission line.  Northwest FCS is keenly interested in any development which impacts the value or removes prime farmland from agricultural production.  Where we recognize the need for additional power generation to support the ag industry and our rural communities, we share the concern over the proposed placement of this power line as well as the process used to identify potential impacts and to remediate them.  We believe there are alternate routes this power line could take which would have less impact on agriculture and other private property rights and we urge you to fully consider those alternate routes, including those which would maximize the use of public lands and minimize the impact on production agriculture.  
We join our customers, ag producers and commodity groups in requesting Idaho Power to fully consider the use of an alternate route utilizing public lands wherever possible and taking other steps necessary to respond to the concerns of those who will be negatively impacted by this project.  We encourage your efforts to assure that this project does not become an additional economic hardship on the farmers and agricultural producers along this proposed route.







Very truly yours,






Thomas M. Tracy







Executive Vice President and General Counsel

cc:
Northwest FCS Board of Directors

Senator Ron Wyden


Oregon Department of Energy

Mr. Dan Minor, Idaho Power Company


John Phelan, Sr. VP-Commercial Lending


Rick Waitley


John McCulley
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