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May 15, 2009

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Subject:  Agricultural Job Opportunity, Benefits and Security Act of 2009 (AgJOBS)

Dear Senator Feinstein,

On behalf of Northwest Farm Credit Services, I am writing in support of your efforts to ensure an adequate farm labor supply for American agriculture. The introduction of AgJOBS is an important step in addressing the farm labor issue.

Northwest Farm Credit serves agriculture, the forest products sector and the commercial fishing industry in five states – Washington, Oregon, Montana, Idaho and Alaska. In this region, we serve approximately 12,500 customers. Our agriculture industry is very diverse with major production sectors including dairy, greenhouse and nursery, fruit, vegetable and field crops.   

The availability of farm labor is one of the most critical issues facing many of our customers. It has become increasing difficult to find local workers that are willing to work on farms. Many farm businesses must rely on foreign born workers for a significant portion of their work force. 

Northwest Farm Credit Services looks forward to working with you and other members of Congress on guest worker and other reforms that will address the farm labor issue and strengthen American agriculture for future generations.

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Tracy

Executive VP-General Counsel & Legislative Officer

